Great Melton 1st XI Season Report 2026

After a disappointing relegation the season before, the 1st XI were aiming to bounce straight back. We didn’t finish in the top two, but because Topcroft’s junior set-up doesn’t meet the requirements for promotion, we went up from third place.

As season openers go, playing four of our first five games away from home wasn’t much fun, and it was a rocky start: we won only two of those five. The losses came down to poor fielding and simply not being at the races. We bounced back strongly in June, winning three out of four, all three at home.

July was another good month, again with three wins from four. The only loss coming from poor fielding & a disappointing batting chase, dropping the one opposition batter who went on to pass 20 three times. With a target of just 120, that game should have been easily chaseable.

August was more up and down. Availability always gets a bit ropey at the end of the season with school holidays and players away, but we still won three out of four. The only defeat came against an inspired Dereham side who were far more clinical on the day with both bat and ball. We needed to win on the last day of the season against Great Witchingham, but the weather let us down, along with the opposition’s lack of interest in getting the game played.

I’d like to put on record my thanks to everyone who played under my captaincy over the last two years. It’s been a pleasure sharing a dressing room with you all. I’m looking forward to challenging in Division One this coming season without the extra responsibility of deciding who gets to go to Lowestoft and Sheringham!
