Great Melton Cricket Club – A Team

Annual General Meeting Report 2026

The A Team competed in Norfolk Cricket Alliance Division Four during the 2026 season.  It was a season of some excellent individual performances and important team victories, with the team recording 10 wins, 7 defeats and 1 abandoned match.

The side showed its ability to post competitive totals and chase challenging targets, while a number of players made significant contributions with both bat and ball. The campaign also included some hard-fought finishes, notably the five-run victory over Bradfield in May and the one-wicket win against Snettisham in July.

The season began with a high-scoring performance against Snettisham. Although Melton narrowly lost, Matthew Hillis made an excellent 75 and Sam Mckay contributed 42. The team responded well the following week, beating Aylsham by five wickets.

One of the strongest all-round performances came away at Rocklands.  The A team scored 254 for 8, with Matt Clarke making 73 and Martyn Cook adding 40. The bowlers then dismissed Rocklands for just 69, with Kyle Weston taking an outstanding 5 for 13. It was a convincing 185 run victory and one of the season’s most impressive team performances.

The following week brought a much closer contest against Bradfield. Great Melton made 265 all out, with Ben Mann scoring 59 and Ryan Hayward 62. The side held on to win by just five runs in an exciting finish. Further batting contributions followed against Cromer, when Ben Mann made 52 and Sam Mann 48 in a successful run chase.

After the abandoned fixture at Swardeston, the team returned to winning ways at Hingham. Alex Clark scored 55 and Sam Mann made 44, while Charlie Hosmer and Nick Mackenzie each claimed four wickets as Melton secured a five-wicket victory.

There were some difficult results in June, including defeats against Hethersett & Tas-Valley and Mundford. Ryan Hayward provided a particular batting highlight against Hethersett, scoring 66.

July brought some notable individual performances and close finishes. At league leaders Snettisham, Sam Davey made an excellent 87 and Matt Clarke scored 43 as Great Melton chased down 208 to win by one wicket. George Ryan contributed four wickets with the ball.
The side then secured another successful chase against Aylsham. Matt Clarke top-scored with 56, while Usama Iftekhar made an important contribution with both bat and ball, scoring 26 and taking 4 for 15.

There was a narrow defeat to Rocklands at home, despite an outstanding innings of 93 from Nick Aston. The As posted 231, but Rocklands reached 234 for 6. The visitors’ opening batter scored 137, which proved decisive.

Great Melton returned to winning form against Hingham. Hingham were bowled out for 157, with Sam Mckay producing another outstanding bowling performance, taking 5 for 22. Martyn Cook led the reply with 42, supported by Lohit Kannan (39 not out) and Sam Mann (32 not out), as the A team won by seven wickets.

The following week brought a seven wicket victory away at Cromer. After dismissing the hosts for 190, Great Melton reached 194 for 3. Lohit Kannan was unbeaten on 70, Oliver Marshall scored 51 and Matthew Hillis finished 30 not out. Tom Brooks-McSparron also made a valuable contribution with the ball, taking four wickets for 18 runs.
The As produced another convincing run chase, this time away at Bradfield. The hosts made 196 all out, before Lohit Kannan guided the reply with an excellent unbeaten 89. Adrian Stober scored 45 and Oliver Marshall remained 36 not out as Great Melton reached 197 for 2 to win by eight wickets in a feisty fixture.

The final two fixtures proved more challenging. At Hethersett & Tas-Valley, Great Melton were dismissed for 149, with Lucas Berney top-scoring with 42. The hosts reached their target for the loss of three wickets. The season concluded at home to Mundford in a T20 due to bad weather, where Great Melton were bowled out for 41 and Mundford completed the chase for the loss of one wicket.

Individual performances
There were several notable batting contributions throughout the season. Nick Aston came close to a century with his 93 against Rocklands at home, while Sam Davey’s 87 against Snettisham and Lohit Kannan’s unbeaten 89 against Bradfield were also outstanding innings.
Other players reaching fifty included:
· Matthew Hillis – 75 against Snettisham.
· Matt Clarke – 73 against Rocklands and 56 against Aylsham.
· Ryan Hayward – 62 against Bradfield and 66 against Hethersett & Tas-Valley.
· Ben Mann – 59 against Bradfield and 52 against Cromer.
· Alex Clark – 55 against Hingham.
· Oliver Marshall – 51 against Cromer.
· Lohit Kannan – unbeaten 70 against Cromer.

No Great Melton batter recorded a century during the season, but the number of substantial contributions reflects the depth of batting performances across the campaign.

With the ball, Kyle Weston’s 5 for 13 against Rocklands and Sam Mckay’s 5 for 22 against Hingham were the two five-wicket hauls recorded. There were also important four-wicket performances from Charlie Hosmer and Nick Mackenzie at Hingham in June, George Ryan against Snettisham and Usama Iftekhar against Aylsham.

The A Team’s 2026 campaign featured some excellent performances, memorable victories and opportunities for players to contribute across the season. The wins against Rocklands, Bradfield, Snettisham, Aylsham, Hingham and Cromer demonstrated the side’s potential, while individual performances with bat and ball provided plenty of highlights.

The team will look to build on the positive aspects of the season, improve consistency and carry its strongest performances into the next campaign.

Thanks are due to all the players who represented the A Team during the year, as well as the ground staff and friends and families who supported the team throughout the season. 

