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Ladies and Girls End of Season Report 2026
The 2026 season represented a significant milestone for the joint ladies and girls cricket setup between Great Melton CC and Swardeston CC. 
Highlights
SGMCC Ladies Softball: The softball team enjoyed a fantastic campaign led by Lewis and Emily. The group fostered an excellent team spirit, strong collective engagement, and impressive competitiveness. The Thursday evening training and match schedule worked brilliantly alongside keeping the bar open at Great Shelford/Great Melton, drawing great support and atmosphere.
Under-13 SGMCC Girls: The combined U13 squad fulfilled all matches and achieved success on the field finishing at the top of the league. The players thoroughly enjoyed playing in a dedicated girls-only environment, with the 100-ball format proving to be highly effective and engaging.
Challenges:
Administrative Complexity: Managing joint rosters, squad communications (e.g., Spond lists), and availability tracking across two independent clubs created significant administrative overhead and complexity for junior sides.
GMCC U13 Girls playing in the mixed / boys league held their own when our stronger players were available but really struggled when they weren’t. Unfortunately, our stronger players had county and school commitments reducing their availability for club cricket and without them the team struggled to compete.
SGMCC U15 Girls: The U15 age group faced continuous availability pressures due to competing school fixtures, county commitments, summer holidays, and broader summer activities resulting in most games being a mixture of boys and girls. GMCC girls would therefore have been better playing in GMCC mixed matches. 
Ladies Hardball: The standalone ladies hardball league team had to be abandoned due to a shortage of players looking to commit to full hardball league cricket. This occurred as a result of over reliance on juniors with county and school commitments. 
Plans for 2027
Following discussions with Swardeston and Melton, the following was agreed
Senior Ladies Setup
· Joint Partnership: Continue the overall joint ladies partnership between Great Melton CC and Swardeston CC. 
· Ladies Softball: Continue running the joint Ladies Softball team. 
· Hardball Competition: Do not re-enter the Shell or Iceni leagues. Instead, look to join the Ladies 100 Hardball League, with a clear focus on this being for adult ladies rather than juniors. 
· Ladies Training: Keep training for ladies (Year 11 and above) at Melton on Thursday evenings. 
Junior Girls Setup – Revert Back to GMCC or Swardeston
· Girls Training: Move GMCC junior girls' training to Monday evenings alongside their relevant age group. Depending on participant numbers, they can train together as a girls' group or integrate with the boys. 
· Independent Club Structure: Keep junior girls' management within each respective club:
· GMCC: Enter teams into the girls-only U15 and U11 leagues. The girls-only focus and expanded age brackets will cater better to our squad profile. 
· Swardeston: Enter and self-manage an U13 girls team
It is hoped that with the above changes, we can rebuild the combined ladies’ section replicating other successful clubs with more seniors playing in the team. The changes will also allow junior girls to enjoy their cricket playing with friends against other girls sides.
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