GMCC O40s 2026 Season Report 
2026 saw the O40s move again, this time from the North and East Division to the newly formed Central Division, retaining Drayton and Reepham as opponents whilst setting up new fixtures against Fakenham and Marlingford. Cutting to the chase, we won all of the six fixtures that we played, with one game canceled and one conceded to us, resulting in us being crowned Division champions. We successfully chased on each occasion, and remarkably in the match against Drayton at home, we achieved this without losing a wicket. 
A well-earned debut at Finals Day saw us drawn against Acle in our semi-final, to be played on the smaller of the two pitches at HTV. With a damp wicket in front of us it was a relief to win the toss and bowl, but we soon found out that the wicket was to play very nicely, as Acle came out very aggressively with the bat. That approach might have backfired had we held on to more of/all of the catches that were presented to us in the early overs, but alas Acle got off to a flyer and were, at half way, well placed to put on a mammoth score. We did well to turn it around and limit Acle to 168, which would generally be regarded to be about par. Myself (2-5) and Aslam (1-15) the pick of the bowlers. The run chase however got bogged down and pressure led to a steady fall of wickets, with us eventually ending up well short on 126 off our 20 overs. Only 44 runs were obtained from the top 5; pick of the batters were Lee Whiddett and Andrew Walker, both with 24*.  
Disappointment of not making the final was compounded by a 3/4th place fixture, again on the small pitch, against Norwich, who somehow contrived to lose their semi-final against Tas. Another win of the toss led to a change of approach and batting first, with a more respectable score of 155 being posted. Pick of the batters were Matt Clarke (30), Adrian Stober (30*) and Frankie La Grange (26). This total was however swiftly made to look very meagre by an explosive Norwich batting performance that saw them over the line in just 14 overs, Frankie taking the sole wicket. Not much to do after that other than head to the bar for a (large) round of Lemon Puffs. Special thanks to Katie for scoring both matches and to Hos for coming along as 12th man (and making a cameo performance in the field for a few overs against Acle). We played the best two O40s teams in the county and were simply outgunned, probably best illustrated by the tally of 6s that Acle and Norwich scored - 12 and (off only 14 overs) 16 - compared with our tallies of 2 and 7 respectively.  
Overall, and most pleasingly, I’m glad to report that we had a team beer, and selfie, after each match this season and (I think!) managed to enjoy each other’s company on and off the pitch which, ultimately, is the aim of the game. Thanks to Rusty for the selfies and socials, and indeed leading the way on all things Tech.
19 players represented the O40s this year, with Matt Clarke (no longer underage) top run scoring with 180. Special mention too to Lee Whiddett with 148 runs and Frankie La Grange with a top strike rate of 200. Pick of the bowlers was Andrew Walker, who picked up the Player of Season award with 12 wickets including a 5-fer at Fakenham, a very rare beast.  
Across the season I’m again grateful for those who made themselves available most weeks and also those who were happy to fill in when we were short; a crucial mix for a squad. Thanks to those who manned the bar when we were at home (especially Matt C and Shafty), thanks to the supporters, and thanks to Mike and the ground crew for their work on a fine ground, on which its a real pleasure and privilege to play. Here’s to going one further in 2027…
Olly Harris, O40s team captain.
